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Affordable renovation

Thursday, April 1, 2010

The grand reopening of the $13.7 million renovation of the 52-unit Oak Knoll Villas in Poway at 12509 Oak Knoll Road is scheduled for Wednesday morning, April 7.
Community HousingWorks, a local non-profit developer, acquired the nearly four-decade old Oak Knoll Villas in 2008 and began renovations a year later.
Water efficiency and sustainability were the focus of design efforts. Improvements included outfitting each of the 52 apartments with low flow toilets, energy saving windows and special carpet and paint that contribute to better indoor air quality. Other features include a new roof that deflects the sun's heat, native landscaping, including edible fruit trees and a garden plot.

Community HousingWorks also added a new community room and learning center, a new BBQ area, tot lot and expanded laundry facilities.

Community HousingWorks' development partners in the Oak Knoll Villas renovation included Sun Country Builders, Zagrodnik + Thomas Architects, The John Stewart Company and ConAm Management.

Oak Knoll Villas is one of 10 affordable housing communities in Poway, and is part of a larger revitalization of the entire Oak Knoll corridor currently underway, funded by the Poway Redevelopment Agency.

Other area improvements underway include new streets and sidewalks, underground utilities and a raised crosswalk with enhanced landscaping.

